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Press release 

 

 

Professor Abdoulaye Diabaté among the 100 most 

influential africans of 2024 

OUAGADOUGOU, Burkina Faso, January 8, 2025/African Media Agency (AMA)/- The 

pan-African magazine New African has unveiled its prestigious list of the 100 Most 

Influential Africans of 2024, distinguishing Professor Abdoulaye Diabaté, an 

emblematic figure in scientific research against malaria. 

 

An exceptional scientific journey 

Recognized as a "unrelenting warrior against malaria", Professor Diabaté has been 

honored for his exceptional contributions in the field of scientific research and public 

health. Director of the Medical Entomology and Parasitology Department at the 

Institut de Recherche en Sciences de la Santé (IRSS) in Bobo-Dioulasso in Burkina Faso, 

he has also been the Principal Investigator for Target Malaria Burkina Faso since 2012. 
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This distinction by New African highlights the remarkable journey of the Burkinabe 

scientist. A member of the African Academy of Sciences, Professor Diabaté has marked 

the international scientific community through his guest lectures in prestigious 

institutions likeHarvard University and his innovations in the fight against malaria. 

Among his numerous distinctions, he has received the Pfizer Prize from the Royal 

Society in 2013, the title of Knight of the Academic Palms from Burkina Faso, and the 

Newcomb Cleveland Prize from the American Association for the Advancement of 

Science (AAAS) in 2019. 

In 2024, his TED Talk at the TED Annual Conference in Vancouver entitled "How to end 

malaria once and for all" particularly drew attention, presenting the transformative 

potential of genetic modification of mosquitoes, particularly gene drive technology. 

International visibility in service of global health 

As an African scientist passionately engaged in malaria research on the continent, 

Professor Diabaté has also expanded his international media reach by participating in 

a Netflix documentary series titled "What's Next? The Future According to Bill Gates". 

This platform revealed how Professor Diabaté, his Target Malaria team in Burkina Faso, 

and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation build bridges between science and 

philanthropy, fostering creativity, innovation, and sustainable solutions to advance 

global health, particularly the fight against malaria in Africa. 

The New African list of 100 Most Influential Africans, recognized as a reference in 

African and international media, celebrates personalities who have had a significant 

impact on the continent and the world. It covers all sectors: public, private, civil 

society, and all domains: technology, culture, science, and politics. 

New African magazine, founded in 1966 and distributed in over 100 countries, 

continues to celebrate African talents and innovations, offering a unique perspective 

on the continent. 

ENDS 

Distributed by African Media Agency (AMA) for Target Malaria. 

Media Contact 

For further information about Target Malaria:  
Email: info@targetmalaria.org  
Website: www.targetmalaria.org  
Follow us on Facebook, X, LinkedIn and YouTube 

mailto:info@targetmalaria.org
http://www.targetmalaria.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TargetMalariaGlobal
https://twitter.com/TargetMalaria
https://uk.linkedin.com/company/target-malaria
https://www.youtube.com/@TargetMalaria
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About Target Malaria 

Target Malaria is a not-for-profit research consortium that aims to develop and share 
new, cost-effective and sustainable genetic technologies to modify mosquitoes and 
reduce malaria transmission. Our vision is to contribute to a world free of malaria. We 
aim to achieve excellence in all areas of our work, creating a path for responsible 
research and development of genetic technologies, such as gene drive. 
www.targetmalaria.org  

Target Malaria receives core funding by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Open 
Philanthropy. The lead grantee organization is Imperial College London with partners 
in Africa, Europe and North America. 
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